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shocker: The ever-balanced media, far
from exposing their hypocrisy, are
leading the way for calls in campaign
finance reform.

How many times have we heard our
liberal elite friends in the media say,
‘‘The real tragedy is not what is illegal
but what is legal.’’ Yes, shaking down
impoverished Indian tribes, illegally
mixing DNC funds with Teamster
money, soliciting money from foreign
nationals, laundering money and shred-
ding evidence; no, I suppose that is not
the real tragedy.
f

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM A
MUST TO HAVE A DEMOCRACY
WORTH PROTECTING

(Mr. BLAGOJEVICH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BLAGOJEVICH. Madam Speaker,
let me first of all start by quoting Win-
ston Churchill, who said, ‘‘Democracy
is the worst system ever devised by
man, except for all the rest.’’

I think there is a clear need for cam-
paign finance reform. I am a new Mem-
ber and, clearly, most Members agree
there is something wrong with the way
we fund our campaigns and fuel our de-
mocracy. When we spend all the time
we spend trying to raise money to get
here, and when we consider all of the
special interest money that helps us
get elected to office, if that system is
not corrupting, it certainly is corrupt-
ible.

We have an opportunity in this Con-
gress to do something real about cam-
paign finance reform. We live in a very
special place. We live in the greatest
country in the history of human his-
tory, and the reason we do is because of
our system of government that is based
on the consent of the governed. Unless
the governed believe that we are acting
in good faith and are truly trying to
govern them in a fair way, we will not
have a democracy worth protecting.

We must pass some form of campaign
finance reform in this Congress if we
are going to preserve what Abe Lincoln
said is our last best hope on Earth.
f

FREEDOM MUST NOT BE COM-
PROMISED IN THE NAME OF RE-
FORM

(Mr. DELAY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DELAY. Madam Speaker, for any
democracy to work, it must have fair
and honest elections. To have fair and
honest elections, the people running
for office must follow the law. Some
people want to change those laws de-
spite overwhelming evidence that they
were broken during the last campaign
by the Clinton-Gore reelection team.

Madam Speaker, I support efforts to
make our elections more fair and hon-
est. I support giving the American peo-
ple the best information possible about

candidates. I support full disclosure, so
that the voters know where the money
is coming from. And I support the cur-
rent laws that have been broken with
regularity by the Clinton-Gore cam-
paign team. But I will not support any
so-called reform effort that limits the
freedom of American citizens to par-
ticipate in the political process.

We must not compromise freedom in
the name of reform.
f

REPUBLICANS HIDING BEHIND
PREVIOUS ABUSES AND NOT AL-
LOWING CAMPAIGN FINANCE RE-
FORM TO TAKE PLACE

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Madam Speaker, if it
is illegal, prosecute it, but do not hide
behind it as the Republicans have been
doing throughout this session.

Indeed, our Republican colleagues
came into this Congress in 1995 promis-
ing revolutionary change, and they
have given us nothing but the most
modest and cosmetic touchover of the
way business as usual is conducted in
this body.

If they had any real interest in revo-
lutionary change in the way this Con-
gress operates, campaign finance would
have been considered in January 1995.
Instead, we have had nothing but
delays. And this year, having failed to
reform the system in time for the last
election, they are hiding behind any
abuses that occurred, Democrat or Re-
publican, in the last election, to defeat
reform this time.

Even as our colleagues down the hall
in the other body debate genuine cam-
paign finance reform, they continue to
refuse to schedule 1 minute for real de-
bate, for presentation of bipartisan
proposals on the floor of this House.
f

DEMOCRATS ATTEMPTING TO CON-
FUSE AND DISORIENT PUBLIC
ABOUT CAMPAIGN FINANCE RE-
FORM

(Mr. RYUN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RYUN. Madam Speaker, when I
was a young boy growing up in the
great State of Kansas, my friends used
to play a game in which we would
blindfold someone, spin them around
until disoriented, and then hand them
a paper tail with a thumbtack attached
and point them toward a wall where a
donkey was drawn. While blindfolded
they were to pin the tail on the don-
key.

That game represents what the
Democrats are doing to the public.
They have attempted to confuse and
disorient the general public on cam-
paign finance reform. Madam Speaker,
this must stop.

The Democrats wrote the campaign
finance rules when they were in the

majority. The Democrats have now
broken the rules while they are in the
minority. Let us remove that mask and
unblindfold the public.

Before we consider fixing campaign
finance reform, let us pin the tail of
blame fully on the Democratic donkey,
and find out what went wrong with the
Democrats first before we change the
system.
f
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IN SUPPORT OF FAIR
REPRESENTATION FOR LATINOS

(Ms. VELÁZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Speaker,
the Republicans are trying to deny the
gentlewoman from California [Ms.
SANCHEZ] the seat she won in a fair
election. They are carrying out an in-
vestigation whose only purpose is to
harass and intimidate the gentle-
woman from California [Ms. SANCHEZ]
and Latino voters.

Now they are trying to prevent an ac-
curate count in the 2000 census. By not
counting Latinos, opponents of a fair
census can justify slashing resources to
these communities. By pretending that
millions of people do not exist, Latinos
are silent at every level, from school
boards all the way up to Presidential
elections.

Well, I have news for the Repub-
licans. Latinos will not be silenced. Re-
cently, the Republicans passed out a
memo about how to appeal to Latinos.
Well, the Republicans need to learn a
lesson about politics. By insulting our
community this way, they will never
get another Latino to join the Repub-
lican Party.
f

MY, HOW THINGS HAVE CHANGED

(Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado.
Madam Speaker, my, how things have
changed. George Washington, the Fa-
ther of our Nation, was obsessed with
the idea of establishing a national
character. He believed in the marrow of
his bones that the esteem and success
of a nation derived above all from one
thing and one thing only.

It was not the strength of its army,
the wealth of its resources, the level of
taxation extracted from its citizens,
nor was it the refinement of his laws.
No, Washington believed that the es-
teem and success of a nation derived
above all from the virtue of its people.

To General Washington, the great-
ness of a nation and the greatness of
its people lay in the moral character of
individuals. He wrote that ‘‘A good
moral character is the first essential of
man.’’

How different things are today in the
city that bears the name of such a
great American hero. We see daily a
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new standard of character, a never-
never land of legalistic gymnastics
that carefully avoids the outright lie,
but plumbs the depths of deception, de-
ceit, and verbal prestidigitation.

The campaign to deceive began with
Medicare, blossomed in Filegate, and
continues this very day with the cor-
ruption of American elections by for-
eign money. This new White House
standard is a national disgrace.
f

SANCHEZ-DORNAN ELECTION

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, the truth will be told. Madam
Speaker, Bob Dornan is fighting for a
job, and the gentlewoman from Califor-
nia [Ms. SANCHEZ] is fighting for her
life and the life of a people who deserve
a right to be represented in the U.S.
Congress. What a travesty.

First, the Republicans want to
counter the real counting of people by
opposing sampling so that urban dwell-
ing Hispanics, African-Americans,
Asians, new immigrants to this Nation,
who become new citizens cannot be
counted. Why? Sheer politics.

Why do the Republicans want to con-
tinue opposing the seating of the gen-
tlewoman from California [Ms.
SANCHEZ] when absolutely no fraud has
been found? Because I guess they do
not believe that all of us are equal in
these United States.

Former Representative Bob Dornan
has led a widespread abusive and costly
search for voter fraud, claiming that
the lost election, that he lost by more
than a thousand votes, is due to mas-
sive illegal voting by Hispanics. There
we go again bashing immigrants, now
citizens. And yet, after $300,000 of tax-
payer money has been expended, no
fraud has been found.

Stop bashing Hispanics, count them.
And leave the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia [Ms. SANCHEZ] alone to do her
job for the 46th District of California.
f

NUCLEAR WASTE POLICY ACT OF
1997

(Mr. ENSIGN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENSIGN. Madam Speaker, I rise
to talk about the nuclear waste bill of
this year. Almost 80,000 tons of nuclear
waste are going to be transported on
our roads throughout America.

What most people do not understand
is that the private companies that will
be shipping this waste, if they happen
to have a driver who is drunk, driving
in the middle of the night through, say,
St. Louis, Denver, Kansas City, Omaha,
Chicago, Atlanta, Salt Lake City,
Philadelphia, or Los Angeles, all of
those cities this nuclear waste will be
transported through, if one of the driv-
ers of these rigs happens to crash

through a house because they were
drunk, this nuclear waste bill will pro-
tect that company from any kind of
lawsuit.

Madam Speaker, this is outrageous.
This Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1997
needs to go down in flames. It is wrong
for America. it protects the wrong peo-
ple. We need to vote against it.
f

MS. SANCHEZ WON ELECTION FAIR
AND SQUARE

(Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin. Madam
Speaker, several weeks ago this House
took the extraordinary action of ban-
ning Bob Dornan from the floor be-
cause of the embarrassing display he
put on for the Members of this House
and the American people.

What is unfortunate is that even
though he has been banned from this
floor, neither he nor the Republican
party have given up on trying to re-
store his seat that he lost fairly and
squarely to the gentlewoman from
California [Ms. SANCHEZ].

The Republican Party has continued
to go after the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia [Ms. SANCHEZ], and I fear the
reason they are going after her, frank-
ly, is because she is a woman and a mi-
nority. They think she is fair game.
And even though she won the election
fair and square, they are trying to re-
verse a decision that was made by the
people of California.

The people have spoken, Madam
Speaker, and what we should do is we
should honor that election. There have
been allegations of fraud, but there cer-
tainly have not been any allegations of
fraud sufficient to upset this election.
This election should not be put aside.
It should stand.

The people of California, in 1998, can
decide at that time whether the gentle-
woman from California [Ms. SANCHEZ]
should be allowed to continue in office.
But it is wrong for her and it is wrong
for the democratic process to take that
seat now.
f

WHITE HOUSE CHAMPIONS THE
IRS

(Mr. ROGAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROGAN. Madam Speaker, during
this last week, the other body has con-
ducted hearings that are extremely sig-
nificant to all Americans. We finally
had a congressional committee turn
over the rock at the IRS. What we
heard were horror stories coming from
citizens, taxpayers, and even from IRS
agents who testified anonymously.

It did not surprise me, Madam Speak-
er, to see on the front page of U.S.A.
Today that 69 percent of Americans be-
lieve the IRS abuses power often—not
just now and then, but often. What did
surprise me, Madam Speaker, was to

see on the front page of the Washing-
ton Times, in response to a Republican
congressional proposal that a citizen
oversight board protect Americans
from the IRS, that the ‘‘White House
champions the IRS.’’ The headlines say
that ‘‘the President opposes citizen
oversight.’’

Republicans in this Chamber, Madam
Speaker, have made clear that the sta-
tus quo with the IRS is unacceptable. I
hope that the President will reconsider
his apparent refusal to see citizens
oversee the IRS, instead of having it
the other way around.
f

CALL HALT TO INVESTIGATION OF
MS. SANCHEZ

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to say enough is enough. It
is time to call a halt to the investiga-
tion of the gentlewoman from Califor-
nia [Ms. SANCHEZ].

Today’s resolution on the floor is
nothing more than an effort by the ma-
jority party to extend and to expand
this investigation. The resolution has
no authority to force the Justice De-
partment to do anything. In fact, it
will only impede the ongoing legal
process.

The resolution is simply an attempt
by the Republican Party to create
enough smoke to steal this election. If
they cannot do that, they hope to sim-
ply wear the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia [Ms. SANCHEZ] down, depleting
her time, her energy, and her financial
resources in order to weaken her for re-
election.

The gentlewoman from California
[Ms. SANCHEZ] won this seat fair and
square. Bob Dornan’s wild accusations
of voter fraud have been proven false.
This is an outrageous waste of tax-
payers’ funds. It is time to call an end
to this investigation.
f

LIBERALS CREATED THE SYSTEM
WE HAVE

(Mr. ADERHOLT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, I
am truly struck by the volume and
breadth of passion displayed by our lib-
eral friends on the other side. Their
compassion and zeal for campaign fi-
nance reform is touching, to say the
least. And when they chant over and
over ‘‘the system is rotten to the
core,’’ I am really impressed.

But then I started thinking, some-
thing that liberals never want people
to do. I started thinking about the sys-
tem. And you know what, Madam
Speaker? Liberals created the system
we have. For liberals to come to the
floor and bemoan the system is just a
little misplaced and more than a little
insincere.
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